To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for Northeastern University’s
Community to Community: Policy Equity for All initiative. As a faculty member, C2C
researcher, and community leader with deep roots in Oakland, I have witnessed the
critical need for programs that foster equitable policy development and empower
historically underserved communities. C2C exemplifies these goals as it prioritizes
bridging the gap between academic research, policy, and transformative
community action.

Community to Community’s Engage-Think-Do model is an innovative approach to
addressing systemic inequities by centering community voices in policymaking. Its
commitment to advancing equity through collaborative engagement and accessible
resources aligns closely with my research on workforce outcomes for Black Bay
Area residents. My ongoing research focuses on Black memory, exploring the
connection between educational experiences and economic outcomes to inspire
collective Black imagination toward liberatory socio-economic futures. Programs
like C2C are vital to ensuring that all communities, particularly those often
overlooked in traditional policymaking, have the tools and opportunities to
influence decisions that affect their lives.

Throughout my service to the community, I have experienced and observed how
similar initiatives can create meaningful change. C2C's focus on community-driven
policy design and its emphasis on equitable access and empowerment promises to
produce lasting benefits for the people and organizations it serves.

Beyond its immediate impact, C2C’s model of community engagement and systemic
change serves as a blueprint for addressing broader social challenges. As you may
know, there is a great deal of work that can and should be done to challenge
systemic inequality in Oakland and across the nation. Northeastern Oakland has a
unique opportunity to engage in the significant transformative work occurring in
the East Bay by establishing a Community to Community: Policy Equity for All
center/lab. This center could provide local community members, policymakers, and
thought leaders with space for collaborative work and open dialogue. Combining
academic research with real-world applications ensures that policies are grounded
in the experiences of those most affected, fostering trust, community engagement,
and sustainable partnerships. In conclusion, I fully support the ongoing efforts of



C2C in the City of Oakland. I believe that their work will inspire and empower the
Bay Area while promoting policies that advance equity and inclusion across race
and gender. If you need any additional support or information, please feel free to
contact me.

Sincerely,

Dr. NNeka Allen-Harrison

Assistant Adjunct Professor & C2C Policy Fellow
Northeastern University-Oakland

Mills College at Northeastern University



