
Kimberly Dadisman, PhD
Associate Director of Policy
Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL), North America
Department of Economics, MIT

December 23, 2024

RE: Letter of Support for Community 2 Community Continuation Funding

Dear

The Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL), North America, a policy research center in
the Department of Economics at MIT, strongly supports the continued funding of the
Community 2 Community (C2C) research lab. C2C’s executive director Alicia Modestino and
J-PAL have a long partnership that includes research, training and translating research into policy
and practice.

C2C's commitment to rigorous research methodologies and innovative approaches aligns
perfectly with J-PAL's mission to reduce poverty by ensuring that policy is informed by scientific
evidence. Our joint projects have demonstrated the profound impact of evidence-based policy
interventions in improving the lives of individuals and families in underserved communities.

We believe that the continued funding of C2C is essential for several reasons. Firstly, C2C’s work
directly contributes to the development and dissemination of effective social programs that
address critical issues such as economic stability and educational attainment. Secondly, the lab’s
emphasis on community engagement ensures that the research is not only scientifically robust
but also contextually relevant and responsive to the needs of the populations served.

C2C has funded over 30 faculty and fellows, significantly impacting policy at both the local
(Boston) and federal levels. Moreover, C2C has successfully brought in over $2 million in
external funding, underscoring its capability to attract resources and drive impactful research
initiatives.

Furthermore, Alicia Modestino’s leadership has been instrumental in fostering a culture of
collaboration and innovation. Her ability to bridge academic research with practical application
has greatly enhanced the impact of our joint initiatives. Under her guidance, C2C has become a
pivotal hub for training the next generation of researchers and practitioners dedicated to
evidence-based policy.



J-PAL North America strongly advocates for the continued financial support of the C2C
research lab. Their work is vital in advancing our collective mission to address and alleviate
poverty through research, training, and policy translation. We look forward to many more years
of fruitful collaboration and impactful outcomes.

Thank you for your consideration..

Sincerely,

Kimberly Dadisman
Associate Director of Policy, J-PAL North America
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