Office of the Provost,

I am writing you today to submit my full support for the Community to Community Impact
Accelerator to receive continuation funding for the new Policy Equity Institute as described in
the proposal. In my capacity as a postdoctoral research fellow for Community to Community, |
have seen the direct impacts of this Impact Accelerator and its ability to truly live up to the
mission it has set upon itself.

Speaking for myself and my personal research, | can say confidently that my career has
benefitted extensively from my engagement with Community to Community. Within the past year
and a half of my postdoctoral fellowship, I have had the privilege of working with a team of
caring and talented individuals across multiple campuses. As an example, | have been connected
with a research partner in the C2C network at the Oakland Campus who is doing similar
gentrification-related research as myself. As of now, we have developed multiple funding
proposals and scholarship plans to create an innovative network where anti-displacement
activists can share in their tactics towards keeping their communities intact. Similarly, | have
been given the opportunity this past Summer to work with the City of Boston’s Office of Youth
Empowerment and Opportunity to develop a Youth Participatory Action Research evaluation
project that places youth voice at the center of developing an equitable evaluation of the City’s
Summer Youth Employment Program.

Oftentimes, the best measure of impact for scholarship is in its “ripple effect” into further
research and funding opportunities. In this regard, C2C stands above many other institutions.
Even just a cursory look at the impact C2C has had thus far indicates an especially high level of
output: A year-to-year increase in grant funding from notable institutions, which has been
leveraged to fund 65 PhD students, postdocs, and faculty who will go on to continue developing
community-engaged research, is only one such example.

In an environment where the needs of historically marginalized communities are continuously
under attack, and an academic environment where community-engage research is getting
increased attention from scholars and funders, it would be a shame to lose a valuable resource
like Community to Community, who have been a leading entity in community-driven research
and evaluation scholarship. This is especially important as we begin to transition into an
increasingly hostile environment for both academia and historically marginalized communities.
As C2C was initially given a 5-year runway to become a center or institute, it would seem to me
to be unwise and unfortunate to stop investing in a successful initiative that’s at the forefront of
the current zeitgeist in academic scholarship. In order to preserve the reputation of the University
and position itself at the center of future funding and scholarship opportunities, it would seem
pertinent to continue funding Community to Community in order for it to continue modeling the
best practices for community-engaged research nation-wide.



In appreciation of your attention to this matter,

Josh Lown
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