William T. Grant
@@ FOUNDATION

December 16, 2024

Dr. Srinivas Tadigadapa

Senior Vice Provost for Institutes, Centers, and Impact Engines
Northeastern University

360 Huntington Avenue

Boston MA 02115

Dear Dr. Tadigadapa,

I write to express my enthusiastic support for the Policy Equity Institute proposal. The Policy
Equity Institute will expand the successful model of the Community to Community (C2C)
Impact Accelerator to foster trusted partnerships between academic researchers and community
or government partners. The William T. Grant Foundation elevates partnership research as an
approach through which research evidence is most likely to be useful and used in efforts to
address social disparities and build thriving communities.

As outlined on pages 10 and 11 of the proposal, C2C has had remarkable achievements in its first
two years, many of which are related to the partnership of Professor Alicia Modestino with the
Boston Mayor’s Office of Youth Engagement and Employment. The William T. Grant
Foundation initially supported Professor Modestino’s evaluation of Boston’s Summer Youth
Employment Program with a Major Grant in 2017; this research showed the summer
employment program not only resulted in improved academic and job outcomes and decreased
criminal system involvement for participating youth, but it also reduced racial inequalities in
those outcomes. As the city wrestled with what to do with the program during the pandemic, the
Foundation awarded Professor Modestino a small grant to work with then-Mayor Walsh’s office
to find ways to keep the program going. They not only sustained the summer employment
program — while other cities shuddered theirs — but expanded it to include more youth. Since
then, Professor Modestino and her partners in the mayor’s office have used research to ensure
equitable access to summer jobs, and Mayor Wu expanded in the summer of 2024 to make
summer employment available to all eligible youth in Boston public schools. Professor
Modestino’s research, most recently supported by an Institutional Challenge Grant, has made a
difference to the city not just because it employs rigorous methods that demonstrate positive
impacts, but also because it has been responsive to the needs of policy partners.

Notably, C2C has brought in faculty from across the university system, generated over $2.3
million in external funding, and led to real policy impacts in Boston and beyond. These efforts,
institutionalized through the Policy Equity Institute, could establish Northeastern University as
a leader in public impact research in the US and across the globe. Especially given the current
climate towards higher education at the federal level, it seems wise for university leaders to fully
fund the infrastructure necessary to support faculty and staff in building close, trusting,
mutually beneficial relationships with state and local governments.

Given the global reach of Northeastern, your university is uniquely poised to be a leader in a

movement that is growing across higher education to support engaged partnership research. I
hope that you will prioritize funding for this important initiative.
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https://wtgrantfoundation.org/funding/institutional-challenge-grant
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/building-institutional-capacity-for-engaged-research-a-workshop
https://wtgrantfoundation.org/university-reforms-that-reward-engaged-research-what-does-change-look-like
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Sincerely,
q %M W

Adam Gamoran, President
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